On the Sidewalks of New York

Family Roots: An Introduction

This autobiography was written in response to requests from the Poethig
children. Over the years I have told them stories about life on the East Side of

New York: some were told for local color - to provide them a better
understanding of their father, and others were told to give insights into the
Depression years - so they could better appreciate my politics. In these latter
years they have asked that the stories be put down in writing.

It is important to remember one!s history. It is good not to forget from
whence you have come and to give your children, in the remembering, a
perspective on the times and the places which helped shape you. It also helps
them understand your idiosyncrasies. The following pages are some of these

remembrances. Along with them I have provided local color with
photographs gleaned out of old family collections.

My history was shaped in a community rooted in the remnants of the AustroHungarian empire as they came together on the East Side of New York City.

The section of the city was called Yorkvile. I have never discovered the
derivation of the name but by reputation Yorkvile was considered German
in ethnic background. The major street in Yorkvile was 86th. It was a
collection of family restaurants, rathkellers and German shops which kept
alive some of the "old" country. My uncle Bil Wagner was a bartender in one
of the 86th Street family restaurants.

Yorkvile was more than a German neighborhood. In any immigrant

neighborhood, people come from many other national backgrounds. Most
neighborhoods generally have people who come from the same region of the
world. Proximity to one another in Europe and intermarriage created the
mixed neighborhood of Yorkvile. In Yorkvile the region was Central

Europe.
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My grandparents, both maternal and paternal, came to New York City in the
German migrations of the 1880s. All of them arrived before Ellis Island was
the port of entry. They all came from mid- sized urban centers in Germany.

They were city people before they arrived in New York. My paternal
grandfather Alwin Richard Poethig was from Bischofswerda, a small
industrial city near to Dresden. His father had been a "Fabrikarbeiter" - one of

the early factory workers in the German industrial revolution. My
grandmother Pauline Roch Poethig emigrated to New York from Dresden.
Grandfather Paul Schölzel, my mother's father, came from Langenbielau, a
town in the outskirts of Breslau in Silesia. His town was famous as an early

center of industrial unrest in Germany. (1) My maternal grandmother,
Alwine Seyfarth Schölzel, was from a seafaring family who lived in BremenVegesack, a town built by those who sailed the ships around the world.
On a wall in our house hangs the marriage certificate of my grandfather
Alwin Richard Poethig and my grandmother Pauline Roch. It is an elaborate

gold-embossed document, with pictures in each corner showing stages of
family life from marriage, through birth of children and death. Under each
picture are appropriate Scripture verses in German. My Aunt Helen, the last
of the living Poethig children, entrusted the document to me, because as she
told me: "Y ou are the only one in the remaining family who has any
interest./I

The document tells its own story. The date of the marriage was June 16, 1883.

The marriage vows were heard by Pastor Charles Reuss .at the St. Paul's
German Methodist Episcopal Church on 55th Street on New York's East Side.

My grandfather had left from Bischofswerda and Germany in 1882 at the age
of twenty-three. My grandmother came soon after, emigrating from Dresden

at the age of nineteen. Their first residence was on East 47th Street. They
worked their way north so that by 1891 they were living on 84th Street
between Second and Third Avenue. By that time they had a growing family
of two daughters, Elizabeth and Eva, and twin boys Ernest and Richard. Two
more children were to be born, Albert in 1896 and Helen in 1906.
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The marriage document is intriguing for another reason. I knew that my
grandfather Poethig left Germany for political reasons. Not only was he
avoiding being drafted into the Kaiser's army, but his Socialist sympathies
were unwelcome in Germany - particularly a Germany led by Chancellor Otto
von Bismarck. In the Germany of Bismarck's time, the Social Democrats had
arisen among the working class. Sachsen, the home state of Alwin Richard
Poethig, was a stronghold of the Social Democrats. The Social Democrats

pressed for social legislation which would guarantee working people social
security, unemployment benefits, health and death insurance. This was the
program of the socialists of the late 1800s in Germany. Socialists also tended to
be the anti-war party. They knew the working class would be those who died

in any of the wars provoked by the State. They were countered in their efforts
by Otto Bismarck. Bismarck confronted the socialists not only with outright

repression but by adopting their main program. Bismarck initiated a
paternalistic program of social insurance as a weapon against them. It was to
escape Bismarck's repression of that my grandfather left Germany for

America. (2)

My aunt Helen told me that my grandfather, as a socialist, was a non-believer.

He saw organized religion as a supporter of the Junker aristocracy and the
people of wealth. My grandfather felt that the churches were silent in the
struggles of working people for a better life. Thus the marriage document

raised the question "Why would my grandfather have been married in a
Christian ceremony?/I My guess is that it was for my grandmother's benefit.
Ultimately he had his way in other decisions. None of their children were
baptized. It was only when the children were married that some of them were
baptized.

Along with the marriage document, my aunt Helen gave me grandfather's
hand-carved pipe. The pipe with its carved ivory bearded head, symbolized

his occupation. He was a cigarmaker, in the progressive wing of the
Cigarmakers International Union. He used the pipe to smoke the ends of

cigars, to finish off the last few puffs. When the family finally settled in
Yorkvile, they lived at 232 East 84th Street - a tenement directly across from
the Labor Temple. Both buildings stil stand today. Over the door of the Labor
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Temple were chiseled out the words: "Knowledge is power." The building has
changed hands in the last hundred years, but the words can stil be read.
The Labor Temple was the meeting hall for the German trade unions in

Yorkvile. On the ground floor was a bar and a restaurant. On the upper floors

were the rooms used for local union meetings. The unions cut across the
skiled trade to which German immigrants were related. Many of the locals
were affiliated to the cigarmaker's union. In the 1880s the cigarmaker's were a

polyglot of nationalities - Czechs, Poles, Russians, Germans. It was out of
these cigarmaker locals that Sam Gompers, a Jewish immigrant from England

who became a cigarmaker in the United States, laid the foundation for the
American Federation of Labor (A.F. of L.) The cigarmakers were among the

most progressive unions in the A.F. of L., particularly the German locals.

Next door to the Labor Temple were the offices of the Cigar Makers
Progressive International Union, Local No. 90. The Germans and the Czechs
who belonged to Local 90 were the progressive wing of the cigarmakers union
movement. The Labor Temple was their "spiritual" home. It was the place
where they met to discuss the crucial political issues and where bonds of
friendship were forged over a mug of beer. My grandfather's political views
did not change when he came to the United States. He remained a Socialist, a
strong supporter of the union movement and against military conscription.
Ironically, two of his sons, my father Ernest and his brother Albert returned to

Europe in1917 to fight their German cousins in the First World War.

On my mother's side, my grandmother and grandfather arrived in New York
in the late 1880s. Paul Schölzel emigrated in 1888 from Langenbielau in
Silesia. Alwine Seyfarth left Bremen-Vegesack and came to New York in 1889.
They were from different sections of Germany so they undoubtedly met in

early 1890s in Yorkvile. Their marriage certificate dated July 14, 1895 gives
Paul Schölzel's age as twenty-two years and Alwine Seyfarth as twenty-five
years.

Paul arrived in New York at age fifteen. His elder sister Elizabeth, who had
emigrated in1885, probably provided him a home in New York when he
arrived at that young age. Paul had no particular trade as had grand father
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Poethig. He did bring with him an artist's skils. We have two good pencil
drawings which are attributed to him. I believe he was employed at some
point in his life as a sign painter.

Alwine Seyfarth, who emigrated at nineteen years, had a relative in New
York to welcome her. Charles Seyfarth's name appears as a witness on the
marriage license. His address on the license, 163 East 87th Street, was the same

address which she used. I never knew my maternal grandmother. She died
when I was one year old. She did, however, introduce me to the world with
German cradle songs. I knew little about the Seyfarth family, until I was sixty
years old. It was not until Erika, the youngest in our family, was given a high
school assignment on family genealogy that we discovered the world of the

Seyfarth's.

Erika had been pursuing history on both sides of our family: Eunice's family

tree on the Blanchard side, and my lineage on the Seyfarth side. I gave her
what clues I had about the Seyfarths. My mother had mentioned that her

grandfather was a seafarer. She said she thought he was a captain or some
other officer. I remembered that the Seyfarths were from a seaport town either Hamburg or Bremen. Erika wrote to the "Pfarreramt", the parish
registry, in both Hamburg and Bremen. She had gotten the addresses in a
paperback book Finding Your Roots. She included in her letters a copy of my
grandmother's death certificate which included her parents' names. After two
months she finally received a letter from Hamburg tellng her that there was

no evidence of the Seyfarth family in Hamburg.

Another two months passed without a word. One afternoon I came home to

find Erika waiting for me with great excitement. She had a letter from
Bremen- Vegesack and in it a copy of the Seyfarth family tree dating back to

the early 1800s. We had struck genealogical pay dirt. This was the first
breakthrough on this side of our family. My mother's remembrance was
verified - her grandfather had been a seafarer. His occupation was listed as
"steuermann" - helmsman. The family home was Bremen- Vegesack, a

community outside Bremen where officers serving on sailing ships had their

residence. I suddenly remembered that we had some colorful inflation
Deutschemarks from the 1920s. They were from local communities which
v

had issued their own currency. Among the notes were several from BremenVegesack. This now made sense.
My own genealogical digging at the Family History Library of the Mormons
turned up further information on the Seyfarths. Heinrich Friedrich Wilhelm

Alwin Seyfarth was born in Bebra in Thuringer in 1834. His father was a

forester in the employ of the local prince. Alwin must have had the
wanderlust to go to sea. He was twenty-three when he made his first journey
to Mexico. Thereafter, his journeys took him to the far corners of the world.
The story does not end there. A year later, after our first communication from
Thomas Begerow, our informant in Bremen-Vegesack, we got another letter

with enclosures and a crytic note: "Here is more information about your
great grandfather and Chinese pirates in the South China Sea." Along with
the note Thomas sent two pages xeroxed from a history of nineteenth-century
German trade. I promptly sat down with my German-English dictionary to
the task of translating the story. (3)

The story, quoted from the Bremen State Archives, tells of the disruption of

Bremen-China trade in the mid-1800s. In the middle of the nineteenthcentury Bremen was stil a Freistaat - a free state or a republic. The records tell
of an attack by pirates upon a merchant ship, the Lesmona, on a trip in May
1868 from Hong Kong to Saigon. Near the island of Hainan in the South
China Sea, the Lesmona had passed what appeared to be harmless Chinese

fishing junks. Without warning the fishing junks opened fire with cannon
on the Lesmona. Caught off guard, the officers and the crew of the Lesmona

barely had time to defend themselves with their rifles. The pirates boarded
the Lesmona, locked up the crew and stole the cargo, looted the officers
quarters, and took with them several Chinese passengers.
The officers and crew were finally able to free themselves. Captain Steinike

determined that the Lesmona was no longer seaworthy and ordered the crew
into the lifeboats. The boats set their course for Hainan Island, about twenty
miles from the scene of the piracy. Upon reaching the island, the hapless crew
were set upon by the local natives who stole their remaining possessions. The
crew was finally returned to Hong Kong by a Chinese gun boat. Their story
vi

was recorded by the Bremen consulate in Hong Kong. They finally returned
to Bremen.

In his report to the Bremen consulate, Captain Steinike made a plea to the
Bremen government for the arming of merchant shipping, especially ships
bound for the Far East. He also suggested that the Bremen government might
seek the protection of the German navy. The political implications of these
requests were far reaching. The Chancellor of Prussia, Otto von Bismarck, was

eagerly pursuing policies which would bring about the unification of the
separate German states.

CaptainSteinike ends his report complaining about the caliber of seaman
serving on merchant shipping and calls for more careful recruiting of
merchant marine. He points to the unwilingness of the crew to actively
engage the Chinese pirates. He goes on to name three of the crew who proved

themselves worthy of commendation in the face of the pirate attack, a
seaman named H. Winter, the ship's carpenter Ahrend Klauke from
Hammersbeck, and the helmsman Alwin Seyfarth from Bebra. Thus did
Alwin Seyfarth get his fifteen minutes of fame in German merchant shipping
history. (4)

Every family has its skeletons and we are no different. Some skeletons have
more flair than others. Some even get respect as customs change from one
age to another. I had been working hard to trace back our Poethig paternal
roots. Since grandfather Poethig's roots were in Sachsen, which became East
Germany after World War II, there was little chance to do "on the ground"
genealogical research.

One cannot count outi howeveri serendipity. The occasion was a trip to Japan
in the late 1950s. I had begun my industrial mission work in the Philippines
and had been invited to a meeting of Industrial missioners in Japan. Among
those doing industrial mission in the United Church of Japan - the Kyodani
were several German missionaries. Early in the meeting I was having supper
with one of the Germanmissionaries, Heinz Günther. "That is an interesting

name, you know - Poethig, It's German I believei From where does that
come?" Those were his opening remarks. "Ohi you wouldn/t know the place"
VH

I said¡ "It's a small town in Sachsen." "What town in Sachsenr he asked. "A

place called Bischofswerda." I replied. He jumped up from his seat. "That's
my home town¡ that's where I am from! " he said with great delight. After the
initial excitement and a sharing of the history I knew about my grandfather¡
he told me he would write a letter to the Rathaus (City Hall) in Bischofswerda

with hopes of getting further information for me.

Two months later I had a letter from Heinz from Japan with information
about the Poethig family in Bischofswerda. Heinz had received a letter from
the Rathaus providing the details they had from their records. Among the
details was my great grandmother and grandfather's name and the date and

place of their marriage. Johann August Pöthig, born September 24, 1826¡ and
Auguste Caroline Gottlöber¡ born July 1, 1825, were married in the
Evangelische Kirche in Goldbach in January 1854.

It was over thirty years before I followed up on this piece of information. It
took me that long to get the other information I needed. Early in 1992 I made
inquiry of the "Pfarreramt" of Grossdrebnitz, a town outside of

Bischofswerda, for the marriage record of Johann August Pöthig and Auguste
Caroline Gottlöber. It was at this parish¡ I had discovered, that the records for

Goldbach were deposited. In April 1992, I received the record of their marriage
performed in January 1854. The record stated that Johann August Pöthig was

born to J ohanne Magdalene Pöthig on September 24, 1826. He was born
"auseheliche" - out of wedlock, although Johanne Pöthig had married and
was at the time of her son's marriage, the widow Schwarz. Johann Pöthig had
kept his mother's name. Thus did the Poethig name come down through the

female line, to the great delight of the female members of the contemporary
Poethig family. Such great delight, that the current Johanna Poethig added
Magdalena to her name. Thus do skeletons find favor¡ and flavor¡ in their
latter days.
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End Notes

(1) A strike took place among the weavers at Langenbielau in June 1844. The strike¡ known as

the "Weaver's Uprising" became the subject of Gerhart Hauptman's The Weavers a major
social conscience play written in the 1890s. Käthe Kollwitz, the German woman artist, who
saw the play in 1892 was inspired to do a series of famous woodcuts on the strike. I have
included one of the woodcuts in the pictorial section.

(2) Included in the pictorial section is an article explaining the struggle between Bismarck and
the Social Democrats by Otto Pflanze on Bismarck and Social Security.The article appeared in

the Chicago Tribune on December 15¡ 1981. Pflanze explains the develolpment of the "social

security" concept out of Bismarck's attempt to undercut the Social Democrats, and possibly to

win their support, by initiating in 1884 a variety of social programs for workers paid for by the
employers but supervised by the imperial inurance office. The German social security system
was the foundation for the U.S. social security system which came into being fifty years later

under the Roosevelt administration. Not surprisingly one of the chief sponsors of the system,
Senator Robert Wagner of New York, was from Yorkvile.
(3) I later

discovered that Thomas Begerow was from the same congregation as my grandmother

Alwine Seyfarth. He sent her baptism and confiration record. Even more fascinating he sent

copies of six letters written from 1853 to 1874 n bèhalf of and by Alwine Seyfarth's grandfather

Gerd Heinrich Bauer. He was for many years the "kirchendiener" - sexton - of the BremenVegesack Evangelische Kirche. One letter was from a Bremen Senator Meier recommendig
Gerd Bauer for the job. The others were letters written by Gird Bauer over the years asking for
raises on behalf of his growing family responsibilities. Gird Bauer's son, Ernest Bauer, born in

Bremen-Vegesack in 1838, went to see as a "steuerman" - helmsman in 1865. By l869¡ at age 31,
he was a captain of the Neu-Granada, a downeaster.

(4) Thomas Begerow also sent copies of the report of the Lesmona's journey and the pirate action
in the Bremen newspapers from August 1868. The Weser Zeitug reported the Lesmona piracy in

its evening edition on Augut 10, 1868 and again on September 2, 1868. He also sent me a
historical account of the piracy which appears in two books "Burg-Lesumer Heimatbuch" by
Gerhart Schmolze, Bremen, 1985 and "Von Land zu Land" by Heide Gerstenberger, Bremen 1991.

He also sent the muster role for the jourey of the Lesmona to the Far East. It is the contract,
including the monthly wages to be paid each seaman for the voyage, signed by the captain m.
November 16,1866 as the Lesmona left Bremen for the Far East. The Lesmona never completed

the journey. The Captain and crew were gone for over a year and a half before they returned to
Bremen.
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Strike of the Weavers in Langenbielau, June 5, 1844
This was one of the earliest worker responses to conditions of labor. The picture is
from a series on "Weaver's Uprising," drawn by Käthe Kollwitz. Grandfather Paul
Schölzel was from Langenbielau, a suburb of Breslau in Silesia.

Otto von Bismarck, the Chancellor

Bismarck with Kaiser Wilhelm

of Prussia, who carried out oppressive

of Prussia.

measures against the Social Democrats.

Bismarck and Socîal Securit!::8~ i
By Otto Pfl an.ze strikes. They saw themselves
as ôfficers co%fanai~oàt. ,
talions of workers in a fierce struggle fqr economic suival.
In
October,
1881,
the German kaiser, in a statement
. ¡-OT SINCE its. beginnings in the Rosevelt New Deal hasthe Social Security system received as much attention from drafted by Bismarck, expressed his "conviction that the
the American public as at present. The system's near-

healing of social ils is not to be sought exclusively in the '. :

bankruptcy at a time of fiscal retrenchment has raised new
questions about its benefits and financing, but also about its

repression of socialist agitation, but also in positivemeasures to furher'the welfare of labor."The spearhead of the

origins. Few Americans know that many of the features of

reform that he announced was the accident insurance

system had their origin in Germany 100 years ago.
The lives of milions of Americans have been infuenced in

statute, which was passed in 133. . .'
This statute iIisured mine and factory workers against job-

the U.S.

. some way by.

legislation that German Chancellor Otto von

related accidents resulting in disabilty. Al premiums. were

were the first of their kind in the world. Many decades

administered by local
associations of employers. Deficits were covered by the
imperial government andthe entire systernwas superved
by an imperial insurance offce. Bismarck did not succee'
in his effort to have the imperial government pay part of the
premiums or in his desire to have workers participate_in the

passed before they were duplicated in other countries, and in

associations that administered the funds.'

some respects, particularly in public health insurance, the

THE HEALTH-insurance statute was; a byproduCt of the
accident- insurance bilL. Since insurance benefits were to
begin only 13 weeks after the accident, injured workers

Bismarck and his assistants designed for the German.

working man in the 'l880s. . ..
Bismarck's social reform consisted of three basic statutes:

the medical insurance act of 188,accident insurance act of

133, and old age and disabiliy act of 1889. These statutes

United States 'stil has iiot equaled the German achievement.
Il is odd that Bismarck, the archconservative,and "man of

blood and iron," should have been the forerunner of the
liberal New DeaL. The motives that led him to undertake

reform were not 'unlike those that guided Roosevelt and his
assoèiates a half-century later. During the period of German
industrialization, from 1850 to 1875, there was mounting
concern about periodic unemployment, low pay, long hour
(up to 18 hours a day) and health hazards reslÙting from

paid by employers into welfare chests

would have been without support for more than three months
unless iIured by voluntary chests. To cover th gap, an.

133 statute provided for compulsory medical inurance in

al industries covered by the accident-inurance statute. In
1886, agriculture workers were included in ,the coverage.
'l..o-thirds of the premium was paid by the worker and onethird by the employer. All illnesses, not merely those

unsafe working conditions. A series of strikes, the worst that resulting from accidents, were insured for at least 13 weeks.
Germany had yet experienced, occurred in the late'186ís and , Disabled workers were guaranteed support equivalent to

early 18705, increasing the concern of government officials,
parliamentary deputies, employers, and intellectuals about
the stability of the social order.

three-quarters of their normal.wages;
The third. social in~urance statute inaugurated b'y

These fears were accentuated by the crash of 1873 and the

Bismarck was the old-age and disability aet, passed in 1ll9.

;resulting depression, which lasted two decades. This was the
first" great depression" of the capitalistic system! similar to

In addition to covering mine and fac.ory workers, th
statute provided benefis for farm laborers, artis an

that which began with the crash of 1929. Vanishing profits,
financial losses and business failures forced employers to

household servants. The cost of the. benefits was shared byworkers, employers and the government, arid the system

redui:e 'wages, extend the working day and layoff workers,

was supervised by government agencies at the central an
levels.
provincial

SOÇIALIS~I FED on the rp-sulting núsery. Established in
1875, the'Social Democratic Party scored impressively in the
imperial election of. 1877 For the first time, nearly a hal-

millon persons '1òted for the Social Democratic Party,'
which sent 12 deputies to the imperial Reichstag.
The government's response to these developments was a
combination of repression and reform. The repression came
first: Public prósecutors and the police stretched existing
law, by prohibiting or dissolving workers' assemblies, de.
monstrations, unions and other organizations. In 1874 a new

statute permitted the confiscation of printed matter without
court approval, as well as heavy fines and imprisonment of
radical newspaper editors, publishers, printers and distribu-

tors of published materiaL. '

The climax 9f the 'repression came in 1873 after two
attempts were' made on the life of Kaiqer Wilià-m i.
Although the would-be assassins had no direct connection to
the socialists, the Social Democratic Party was blamed for
their actions.

The depression and evidence of worker alienation also

Under this statute, old-age penSions were paìd' to" the
worker ònly after age 70. At the time, only 17,750 of every
'males could expect to reach tht age, and
100.00 German

those who did cOlÙd expect to live an average of only seven
additional years. .:he retirement age later was lowered to 65

(apparently arbitrarily), the figure incorprated into the

U,S. Social Security' Act. Bismarck himslf was ì4 at the
time.

Bis~rARCK EXPECTED the health and accident insurance acts to have a salutory effect upon the voting habits of.

German workers. Immediately following passige of thes

acts. iIi the Reichstag election of October, 133. the Soial
Democratic Party gained more votes than ever before in its
history.
Bismarck W2S bitterly disappointed by labor's failure

to

sunoort government parties in the 1884 election and by the
e,:lde!1ce of its continuing alienation from the existing social '
and political. order, The reùisal of the German workig class

increased the agitation for reform of Germany's welfare

to be bought by social reform resulted from the government's,

system. In some industries Germany had long had a network

simultaneous effort to crush the Sòcial Democratic Party

of voluntary welfare chests for the support of sick, elderly
and 'unemployed workers, financed by worker and employer
contributions,

character of the reforms that Bismarck was wiling to

LIKE THEIR foreign counterparts, many 19th Century
German industrialists e'xploited labor shamelessly in the
interests of greater profis, higher dividends, capital accu-

mulation and competitive survivaL. Yet among the
wealthiest and most successful were some who were genuinely concerned àbout the effects of por working conditions,
child and female labor, bád housing and inadequate health

care, and about the fate of the, unemployed, injured, disabled

and elderly, Some entrepreneurs provided welfare chests,

and the trade union movement, and also from the restricted

undertake. Bismarck, the OVvTIer of small rural industries

(distileries and paper making factories), resented the interference by state factory inspectors in what he regarded as
his private affairs. As Prussian minister-president and

minister of commerce, he was in a position to limit the
ian factory acts that were intended
effectiveness of the Pruss
to protect the worker. He rejected all proposals for la'Ns .to

imorove working conditions in factories and mines, restrict'
the' work week, forbid labor on Sunday and provide unemployment relief.

Bismarck's frustration o\'er l~bor's seeming ingratitude,

better housing and working conditions, higher-than-aver:ige
pay and nurseries for working mothers. among other innova-

massive strikes in the mines during 1889 and the continued

tions we might consider modern-day, In return, they expeted greater productivity, loyalty. discipline, no unions and no

mand stil greater repressive measures agair.st the social-

advance of undergr~und socialist agitation led him to de-

ists, The young Kaiser \\ïìli;\IT ii rejected this proposal; this
was or.e of the issues th;¡t leo to the Iron Chancellor's

OUo Pj¡!1IlZ~ is a professor oj hl3tor:¡ of InJiuna Universi-

ttl. editnr or the. A.mericnri Historical Review, and authlJr of

dismiss::! from office in ),;,"), In this indirect way. the
benefiêiaries of his s,icial r,~:'orni contributed to his fall from '
O()"le'r\
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Albin Seyfarth - Helmsman
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Route of Lesmona from Hong Kong to
Saigon when boarded by pirates off
Hainan Island.

Pira1enüooliall auf die "Lasffooa".

Lesmona being attacked by
Chinese pirates in May 1868.

